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Manjt 4th Year [1027] Spring
Ist Month

1st day. Kibo [40™ day of the sexagenary cycle]. Royal banquets section.'

Same, 4th Year, st month, 1st day. Kibé [40™ day of the sexagenary cycle]. The sky was clear.
The stars were bright. The Bows to the Four Directions® were as always. Around the double-hour
of the Serpent [between 9 - 11 am], the Council of State Advisor cum Middle Captain {Fujiwara
no Sukehira} arrived. Then we went to the house of the viceroy {Fujiwara no Yorimichi}. After
some time, we returned. We had completed the New Year salutations at the viceroy’s house.
Then we accompanied Viceroy to the Mido [H0j0ji] {residence of Fujiwara no Michinaga}.
There Zenka® came out to meet us in the guest hall. He did not appear to be in pain. Next we
went to visit the Retired Queen Consort [also known by the name of her residence, Jotomon-in]
{previously Senior Grand Queen Consort, Fujiwara no Shoshi}, and performed the New Year
salutations.” During the double-hour of the Monkey [between 3 and 5pm] I went to the royal
residential palace. {The Middle Captain {Sukehira} rode in the back of the ox-cart}.

I heard that the nobles were in attendance in the Chamber of Royal Intimates. I had a pain in my
left thigh {Originally the knee; later there is the matter concerning his knee’}, and I had many
scruples about proceeding in the Dance of Obeisance.’ Thus, I presented myself in the

' This entry was at some point excerpted into a special “royal banquets section” of a categorized text. It has since
been replaced here, in its original chronological order, but the editor’s note remains.

* Here the reference is to Sanesuke’s personal ceremony, not to the official court ceremony.

? Refers to Fujiwara no Michinaga, the former regent who had taken the tonsure

* The # here would normally be read as the quotative C-~ ¥, but in this case it marks a change in location or
completion of the previous action

> At this point, it is difficult to know who wrote this note.

® We have followed William and Helen McCullough’s translation in the Shiryd Hensanjo glossary: “[A dance]
performed after the receipt of a reward, gift, promotion, appointment, etc. (p. 284n).”
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guardroom, and I mentioned this to the Head of the Royal Secretariat cum Middle Captain
{Minamoto no} Akimoto.

Senior Counselor {Fujiwara no} Yukinari said [to me]: “My left hand is not responsive, and I
would undoubtedly be without the means [to perform] during the salutations {the Lesser New
Year’s Salutations}. Therefore, I went to the Chamber of Royal Intimates to report [this]. Soon,
the lesser New Year’s salutations will begin. I could not [dance] by myself. Therefore, I came
here [the guardroom].”

The Head of the Royal Secretariat cuam Middle Captain [Akimoto] reported an order of the tennd
to the effect that I should act as master of ceremonies [Note: senior noble in charge of
ceremonies inside the Shomei Gate]. Then the Inner Palace Minister {Fujiwara no Norimichi}
and other members of the Council of State assembled in the guardroom. I took my place at the
Southern Seat.”

I summoned the Senior Council Secretary {Kiyohara no} Yoritaka, and asked about the
preparation of the place-markers and the memorials on the calendar, the ice report,® the Red-
bellied Fish Offering,” and the purifying wand of the Day of the Hare.'® [He] replied: "The
second-level managers of both the Ministry of Central Affairs and Ministry of the Interior gave
various reasons for being unable to attend. As far as the place-markers are concerned, they are
already in place, and I will enquire about the purifying wands of the Day of the Hare." The time
had reached the double-hour of the Rooster [between 5 - 7pm]. I had the Head of the Royal
Secretariat cum Middle Captain memorialize the throne regarding the state of the preparations.
His Majesty ordered that the memorials should be submitted to the Office of Female
Chamberlains. I summoned Senior Council Secretary Yoritaka and relayed this order to him.

The Head of the Royal Secretariat cum Middle Captain transmitted a royal edict, saying: “On the
third day [of this month] there should be a royal progress to the Jotomon in. Summon all the
guards and give them their orders.” I had him [the middle captain] memorialize His Majesty,
saying: “We await your orders regarding the departure gate and route. Also, during the first three
days of the year, royal progresses are in the Phoenix Palanquin.'’ We will keep to your orders
and prepare everything.” Again, orders were transmitted, saying: “As to the palanquin, act
according precedent.”

It is very inconvenient to summon and order these people during the banquet. The royal progress
on the third day has become a matter of established practice governed by precedent. I should

’ The southern seat is the seat reserved for the noble in charge.

¥ They make a stone model as a measure of the expansion or reduction of the ice.

? This fish presented from the Dazaifu, a tradition originating in a legend from Keiko Tennd’s reign.

1% According to William and Helen McCullough, “hare wands’ were “[s]lender five-foot rods, covered with paper at
the top, which were tied together in bundles of two, three, or four, and presented to the Emperor in Shishinden by
members of the Guards on the first Day of the Hare in a new year.” See A Tale of Flowering Fortunes: Annals of
Japanese Aristocratic Life in the Heian Period for an extended description.

' Hoyo or Horen (JE\#E). A type of wheeled palanquin with a phoenix affixed to the roof, used for the
tennd and crown prince on the occasion of major ceremonies such as an accession, banquet, etc. For an
image, see Nihon Kokugo Daijiten.
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have one council secretary summon [the people responsible] and give them orders. I so ordered
the Senior Council Secretary Yoritaka. The Head of the Royal Secretariat cum Middle Captain
said: “As to the time and departure gate, {Kamo} Morimichi and give orders in accordance with
what he says.” I had already ordered Yoritaka that the departure time was set at roughly the
hours of the Serpent [between 9 - 11am]. As to the matter of the palanquin and the creation of the
route, I gave orders to the Left Middle Controller {Minamoto} Tsuneyori. I explained [to the
Head of the Royal Secretariat cum Middle Captain] that in both time of departure and the route
of the progress we should follow the royal will. Tomorrow is a Pitfall Day,'? so I have ordered
the Controllers and the Council Secretaries to decide and order everything today.

The senior nobles - Inner Palace Minister and other members of the Council, emerged outside the
Shomei Gate. The Right and Left Royal Guards lined up."” I reached my stool under the eaves
outside the Giyoden. The Female Chamberlain reached the handrail [near the head of the
southeast stairs of the Shishiiden]. I stood up and acknowledged her. I reached the south side of
the left guardroom and made my obeisance. I ascended the steps and took my place [in the
Shishiiden].

Next came the opening of the gate. The inner gatekeepers stood by on either side. The call went
out to the attendants twice. Outside the Shomei Gate, the senior attendants responded in unison.
Then Junior Counselor Koretada went to his place on the stone marker. I ordered him [the Junior
Counselor] to summon all those of the fifth rank and higher. He acknowledged the order and
withdrew. Next, the senior nobles entered [the south garden in front of the Shishiiden], reached
their place-markers. They made the usual obeisances and expressions of gratitude for the sake to
be served.

The Office of the Royal Meal offered His Majesty’s tray from the south stairs.'* [Service
proceeded] from the upper ranks down. His Majesty’s female servants'> offered His Majesty’s
tray from the side [of the hall] and then offered steamed sweets.'® Next, the steamed sweets were
brought to the senior nobles. I kept my eyes on the tenno [to observe his progress]. As soon as
His Majesty lowered his chopsticks [so as to eat], the senior nobles followed suit. Next, cooked
rice was offered [to his Majesty]. Next, cooked rice was placed before the senior nobles. Next,
when the soup had been served, I checked on the Tenno. When His Majesty lowered his
chopsticks [so as to eat], the senior nobles followed suit.

Next, the sake of the Three New Year Banquets was served. Then, the first round was served.
Next, as the sake was poured for the senior nobles there was the Kuzu offering of song and flute
music. After the third round [of sake], I stood up and presented a memorial [to the Tenno] that
said: “Let us serve sake to all those of the fifth rank and above [who have not yet received it].” |

"2 Our translation follows Royall Tyler in his translation of The Tale of Genji. He defines a pitfall day as “[a] day
defined by the yin-yang (onmyddd) almanac, on which all enterprises were destined to fail. There was one per
month” (p. 1148)

" They would have lined up to the left and the right at the bottom of the stairs outside the Shishiiden

' These stairs are located at the front-center of the Shishiiden

'* In the Nara period these women came from the countryside and were the daughters and sisters of district
chieftains; we don’t know about their origins in the Heian period, but they were of very low rank

'® These sweets are steamed mochi covered with sweet bean paste
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received His Majesty’s permission, acknowledged [his response], and returned to my seat. [I]
called Sir {Minamoto no} Asatd;'~ he acknowledged my call and came over. [I] ordered him:
“Give sake to all those of the the fifth rank and above.” He acknowledged [the order] and
withdrew. Then he [Asatd] again ascended [the stairs].

I went to the southern handrail and called the advisors that they may be ordered. I ordered the
advisors to prepare the ritual court music (Gagaku) performance. It was Tachigaku music.'®
Then the musicians performed the processional music [as the dancers entered]. Next they
performed four more pieces.

In this interval, I withdrew [down the stairs]. I reached the guardroom of the Left Inner Palace
Guards and ordered the Council Secretary {Takaoka} Yoritoki to present the list of attendees. He
gave it to me, I reviewed the document and then returned it. I summoned the Senior Secretary of
the Ministry for Central Affairs {Tachibana} Takachika and ordered him to present the royal
proclamation. He withdrew to retrieve the royal edict and then presented it to me. Once I had
reviewed it, I returned it.

When the Court (gagaku) music ended, I descended and stood in the south facing side of the
covered gallery."” The secretariat gave me the royal proclamation and the list of attendees {the
royal proclamation was a yokozashi. 1 waited to receive it, went up and gave it to the female
chamberlain. [She gave it to the Tenno.] After the Tenno reviewed it, he gave it back [in the end
to the secretary]. I withdrew and stood in the covered gallery. I returned the document holding
stick and the attendees list [to the secretariat], and when I finished I took the royal proclamation
and held it together with my baton. I went up and again took my seat. The Left Captain of the
Palace Guards {Fujiwara} Tsunemichi was summoned {Left Military Attendant}. I gave the
royal proclamation to him, and he returned to his seat. I withdrew and descended. Gradually all
the senior nobles made their way out of the Shishinden. 1 left without joining the procession. {It
was near the end of the hour of the Boar}.

The senior nobles who attended [the festival] were™:

the Minister of the Left, (also Viceroy, he served in Rear Room [of the Shishinden]),
the Senior Counselors
[Fujiwara no] Yukinari,
[Fujiwara no] Yoritsune,
[Fujiwara no] Yoshinobu,
the Middle Counselors
[Fujiwara no] Nagaie,
[Fujiwara no] Kanetaka,
[Fujiwara no] Sanenari,
[Minamoto no] Michikata,
[Minamoto no] Morofusa,

'” Asatd held the position of Advisor, and on this occasion he was assigned as miki no chokushi
' Music performed while standing

' Between the Giyoden and the Shishinden

%% Sanesuke here excludes himself
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the Advisors,
[Fujiwara no] Tsunemichi,
[Fujiwara no] Sukehira,
[Fujiwara no] Michito,
[Fujiwara no] Kanetsune,
[Fujiwara no] Sadayori,
[Fujiwara no] Hironari,
[Minamoto no] Asato,

[Fujiwara no] Kin’nari.



