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Nihon Koki - A &% 72
Later Records of Japan (comp. 840), Selections
Enryaku 23 (804 01/)

Early in the year 804 CE, in the reign of Kammu Tenno

[JRC]
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! Annual ordinands officially accepted into the Buddhist order. (Ryiiichi Abe, SHS database)
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Minister of the Left, Second Rank Upper cum Senior Captain of the Left in the Inner
Palace Guards Fujiwara no Ason Fuyutsugu, et al. received the royal decree and
compiled [this text].

Koto Iyateri Tenno {Kanmu Tennd}

Twenty-third year, spring. First month Teichii [14® day of the sexagenary cycle], First Day. His
Majesty proceeded to the Throne Hall and received the new year felicitations.* Musashi province
reported two trees conjoined. Omi Province presented a white sparrow. A banquet was held in
the Rece6ption Hall’ for those above the post of supernumerary chamberlain, and all received bed
clothes.

Bain [15™ day of the sexagenary cycle] Second Day. The characters for Prince Manda’s name
were changed from 7% [ to #%.°

Shinshi [18™ day of the sexagenary cycle] Fifth Day. In a certain Princess’s chamber, a small
banquet was held. The princess received the third princely rank. {This princess was
posthumously awarded the rank of Queen-consort to Junna Tennd.} Ikehara no Ason Hiemori of
the junior sixth rank lower was given the junior fifth rank lower. Those of the third rank and
above were given bedclothes.” Those of 5" rank and above and Fujiwara of the 6™ rank and
below were given silk batting.'’

Kibi [20™ day in the sexagenary cycle] Seventh Day. A royal decree was issued: “The
unspeakably wonderful principle of suchness has not two but one flavor [characteristic].
However, whenever great monks of the Hosso and Sanron schools meet, they argue. Is this the
way to deepen the merit of future scholars by squabbling over the Law? We hear: “Regarding the
students of various temples, those who adhere to Sanron are few, and those who are drawn to
Hossd are many. The Hosso monks form cliques and poach members through flattery. This
causes the Way to become shallow.” So, for each of the schools [Sanron and Hosso], yearly
ordinands shall be set at five. If, in a given year, there are none qualified, [openings] shall not be
filled. The numbers of one school will not be supplemented by persons of another school. Monks
in training'' of the two sects will be made to read both the various sutras and commentaries. As
for the Lotus Sutra and the Golden Light Sutra, in the past they were studied together.'> Now, as

* A yearly assembly of all of officialdom in the capital on the first day of the new year. Started in Nara (part of
ritsuryd rites), but in Heian times the ceremony moved to the Shishiden.

> Later came to be known as the Shishinden, the front reception hall in the royal residential palace.

% Specifically a fusuma, a wadded and stuffed outer robe used as a covering when sleeping.

’ Most likely a place name.

¥ A more auspicious set of characters with the meaning of “a great number”

? The character used for bedclothes is #.

1% Also, the character used here — ff — means “cotton® in contemporary Japanese. However, the cotton plant was not
brought to Japan until the Sengoku Period, and its usage here is thought to indicate some kind of quilted silk, such as
batting or wadding. Also, the attendees at this banquet were probably people directly connected to the princess -
members of her household and staff.

! Written as students (%%/5), that is to say, those in monasteries studying in order to become monks.

'2 Alternate translation: “In the past, as for the Lotus Sutra and the Sutra of Golden Light, people engaged in both
endeavors.”
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for the Flower Ornament Sutra and the Nirvana Sutra, let each be one field of study.'’ By
studying the treatises and sutras together, one masters the curriculum. Even if one reads various
treatises, if one does not read the sutras, one shall not receive permission to be ordained. That
[one who] broadly advances in the treatises, and whose learning of the doctrine is especially
high, must not be limited to the Han readings'® [kan 'on]. Hereafter and forever let this be the
custom.

Koshin [21* day of the sexagenary cycle] Eighth Day. A banquet was held for those of the fifth
rank and above. Gifts were distributed according to station.

Teigai [24™ day of the sexagenary cycle] Eleventh Day. A royal decree was issued: “In recent
years, many clerics in the provinces fail to keep the precepts and thus stain the Buddhist
teachings. These people have already been expelled [from the temples]. However, Our
compassion is great, and We have deep concern for venerable elderly scholars. Those who
correct their faults are allowed to stay in the temple. Those whose knowledge and practice were
exemplary and who were capable of becoming people’s mentors were chosen and selectively
appointed as provincial lecturers to reform the monastic community. Now, according to what We
have heard: “Though the lecturer’s position is lofty, some do wicked and improper things, lying
and saying they have changed their conduct when they have not yet renounced their wives and
children.” This is an area in which the Office of Monastic Affairs has failed in its deliberations,
and the provincial governors leave things to personal preference.'” This runs counter to the
Teachings and makes light of the Law. There can be nothing more serious than this. If there are
people of this sort, exile them. The Office of Monastic Affairs and provincial governors should
repent, reform, take stock of the situation, determine the crime and execute a sentence in
accordance with the law.”

Senior 5™ rank lower Fujiwara no Ason Imagawa, Fujiwara no Ason Kazuramaro, and Fujiwara
. . h
no Ason Tsugunari were granted Senior 5" rank upper.

Kichii [26™ day of the sexagenary cycle] Thirteenth Day. Left Capital resident no Ason
Imatsugu of the Senior 6™ rank upper et al were given the new name Mimune no Ason.

Shinbé [28"™ day of the sexagenary cycle] Fifteenth Day. Urata no Omi Shikona and his group
were granted the outer junior 5" rank lower.

Jinshin [29™ day of the sexagenary cycle] Sixteenth Day. A banquet was held for those of the
fifth rank and above. Gifts were distributed according to station.

" The term ichigys (— %) is ambiguous. It is also possible that it means that the two should be combined together
as a single field of study.

' Kan’on ({#35) pronunciation, as opposed to Wu reading, go ‘on (4135) pronunciation, which entered Japan earlier
than the Han readings, and is often used with Buddhist terms and readings. A note on page 254 mentions that in the
twelfth year of Enryaku (793), yearly ordinands were required to learn Han readings. In other words, the above
suggests that those capable should study both Han and Wu readings.

' This is not merely a failure of the prelates, but the provincial governors inaction allows this to happen.
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Kishi [30™ day of the sexagenary cycle] Seventeenth Day. His Majesty went to the Equine
Pavilion'® and observed the Great Archery Meet.'’

Itsubi [32™ day of the sexagenary cycle] Nineteenth Day. The provinces of Musashi, Kazusa,
Shimosa, Hitachi, Kamitsukeno, Shimotsuki, and Mutsu provinces shipped 14,315 koku of dried
cooked rice and 9,685 koku of rice to Nakayama fort in Oda district of Mutsu province for the
purpose of conquering the Emishi.

Heishin [33" day of the sexagenary cycle] Twentieth Day. [Kammu Tennd] went hunting at
Minaseno. On this day, the weather was cold. While in the field, those of the fifth rank or higher
were given silk robes.

Bojutsu [35™ day of the sexagenary cycle] Twenty-Second Day. The Master of Buddhist Law
and Precepts Master Nyohd said: “Shodaiji'® was built by Todaiwajo Ganjin for the court. In
Tenpyd Haji 3" year [760 CE] a royal edict was issued and confiscated lands were provided [for
it], and it was named Shodaiji. Furthermore, Echizen province gave 60 cho of wet rice lands and
Bizen province gave 30 ché of dry fields for services. ’’ Since Ganjin founded the study of the
Buddhist precepts [ Vinaya], almost 50 years have passed. Though there are both doctrine and
precepts, we still have not held a lecture [on the precepts]. For one thing, this contradicts
Ganjin’s wishes. For another, we fall short in our intention to spread Buddhism broadly. Bowing
my head, I humbly hope that to hold such lectures for eternity. Let merit fields be assigned for
the service of the precepts. Thus will the school of Shodai[ji] not be abandoned, nor will the
knowledge of our former teacher pass away or decay.” This was approved [by the tennd].

Kigai [34™ day of the sexagenary cycle] Twenty-Third Day. A directive of the Council of State
was issued. [According to the] supplementary law of Enryaku Eleventh Year Seventh Month
Third Day: “Princes of the sixth generation or less, when they wish to change their noble titles,
note the title and report to the Council of State, awaiting the response. Only then can there be a
change. Let this not be done lightly.” In recent years, such requests have not been made, and
already things differ from the principle of the supplementary law. From now on, other than
exceptions for heirs, do not make further changes. [When there are no changes, stop the keicho
and do not ignore the noble title 7?. ]

For the destitute people in Awaji province, 9,390 soku of tax is exempted.

1 AR (5 & < TA), the hall or pavilion in the greater palace compound from which the tennd watched
archery and horse racing. Later the Butokuden became the Hall of Military Virtues (same building, different name).
THHL U b\, BCFZHRICE T TITONEDITE, EA 17 BICEBERS L < WA E I3
FLFIORTT, RERRFE DO b L ITHELL T HML LB KON OBE ARSI L THEZHKE L2 b 0,
BTRIITEDBE N, 2B -o7=, KEGT-W L), [T VX VKEER]

' Shodaiji is short for Toshodaiji

' A cho was a measure of land comprising 10 zan (/<) and equal to approximately 2.94 acres.



