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On the Accession of Daigo Tenno (r. 897-930) in 897
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Daigo Tenno.

Personal name was Atsuhito. He was the first child of the Pavilion Tenno (Uda Tenno). His
mother was previously a consort of the junior fourth rank [lower], Fujiwara no Ason Inshi, the
daughter of the Middle Counselor Takafuji. The Tennd was born in the 9th year of Gangyo [885
CE], on the Kinotomi [The 42™ day of the sexegenary cycle] 18th day of the first month, and was
decreed a royal prince on the first year of Kanpyd [889 CE], on the 28th day of the 12th month.
{He was five years old; his name was Korezane.} In the second year [890 CE], on the 7th day of
the 12th month, his original name was changed from Korezane to Atsuhito. In the third year [891
CE] on an indeterminate month and day, his prebendal tax units were reduced by half. In the
fourth year [892 CE] on the 9th day of the 10th month, 41 chd, 2 tan, and 20 bu of uncultivated
land of Soraku district in the province of Yamashiro was given to the royal prince. In the fifth
year [893 CE], on the 10th day of the 4th month, messengers were dispatched to the royal tombs
by royal edict. It was proclaimed that the royal prince would be the crown prince. In the same
year and month, on the fourteenth day, he was formally appointed to crown prince. {He was 9
years old}. On the twenty-sixth day of the same month and year, he entered the Eastern Palace
for the first time. In the 6th year [8§94 CE], on the 18th day of the 10th month, he planted frosted
chrysanthemums on the vermilion steps leading to the royal palace, and presented himself before
the tennd. In the 9th year [897 CE], on the third day of the seventh month, at 5:30 AM, his
coming of age ceremony was held in the Seirydden (Hall of Cool and Refreshing Breezes). {He
was 13 years old}. At the third hour of the horse, the retiring sovereign passed to him the rank of
tenno in the Hall of State Ceremonies. Throughout the provinces, a royal edict was proclaimed:
“The director of the Crown Prince’s household, Fujiwara no Ason [Tokihira], Master Director
Sugawara no Ason [Michinaga], and the Young Lord, while he is still a youth, should handle
daily matters of governance: receiving orders, declaring requests, performing duties, etc.” Today,
the daughter of Koko Tennd, the Princess of the Blood without rank, Tameko, entered the back
palace.

O 5™ day. Bain [15™ day of the sexagenary cycle]. Initiation of affairs of state [of the new reign]. ]
Today. The Emissaries to Close the Gates® were dispatched. Also, the directors of the Royal
Secretariat were decided.

O 8" day. His Majesty proceeded to the Kenreimon. Great Purification Ceremony conducted.

O 9" day. Royal messengers dispatched to the various shrines.

O 10" day. A royal edict was issued: The former monarch was named.

O 11" day. End of special defensive matters".

* Kogenshi. Under ritsury law, during times such as the abdication of a tenn abdicated, the death of a tennd, crown
prince, or queen consort, or a rebellion, special messengers would be dispatched to close the gates at Suzuka Barrier
in Ise Province, Fuwa Barrier in Mino Province, and Arachi Barrier in Echizen Province. See Shogakukan [l B {#i.”
Accessed through Japan Knowledge.

> We have followed the translation of the 2008 Kambun Workshop: “The release, when not needed, of various units
of the guards posted during royal ceremonies, accession ceremonies, royal progresses, or when there is thunder or
other unusual happenings. Those happenings can include events such as the Kamo Festival. (Kokushi daijiten, vol.
5,p. 94).”
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O 12" day. Promotions in Rank Ceremony.

O 13™ day. Heijutsu [23™ day of the sexagenary cycle]. His Majesty proceeded to the Throne
Hall for the Accession [ceremony] {He was 13 years old}.

O 14" day. Teigai [24™ day of the sexagenary cycle]. The Retired Emperor wrote a missive to
refuse his honorary title. Reading it, His Majesty would not allow it. The Retired Emperor
petitioned once again. Today it was decided: Omi Province Aichi District was made the Yiki
District. Tanba Province Taki District was made the Suki District.’

O 15™. The Retired Emperor sent another [hand-written] letter, which said: “As for the prebendal
tax units, it is not at all appropriate for me to accept them. Furthermore, let my official sword
units all cease.

O 16" day. Promotions in Rank for Women.

O 17" day. Ceremony for Assigning Posts.

O 19™ day. Jinshin [29"™ day of the sexagenary cycle]. Fujiwara no Ason Inshi of the Junior
Forth Rank Lower was given the posthumous title of Queen Dowager. Ono no Yoshiki wrote the
royal decree.

0 22" day. Otsubi [32™ day of the sexagenary cycle]. There was an earthquake. On the roof of
the Festivities Hall as well as the on the Office of the Guards of the Left, white herons and black
crows assembled. A report from Mutsu says, “In a maternity room of Asaka District there is a
child, who was born with a horn on his forehead and on top there is a single eye.” A report from
Dewa says: “Armor and helmets ring out in Akita Castle.” Head Keeper of the Royal archives,
Junior Fourth Rank Lower, Senior Controller of the Right, also serving duty as Chamberlain of
the Governor of Yamashiro, Taira no Ason Suenaga, Son of Prince Takamine, died.

0 25™ day. Bojutsu [35™ day of the sexagenary cycle]. Princess of the blood without rank
Tameko was given the third rank and made Queen consort.

® These areas were selected to build the Yiiki and Suki pavilions for the forthcoming Daijosai ceremony for Daigd
Tennd.



