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Day (KWO08-Shiryd 6 Go-Shirakawa In-no-cho Kudashibumi)
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3 & ¥l (Koya-san): A mountain in Ito District, Wakayama Prefecture, mostly known for being the
headquarters of the Shingon sect of Japanese Buddhism; honorific mountain name (sangé 1L assigned to
Kongobu-ji (Kongobu Monastery Complex). It is also called Nanzan (the Southern Mountain), in opposition
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to Hokurei (Northern Peak), an alternate name for Mount Hiei. The history of Mount Kdya can be traced
back to 816 when Emperor Saga granted permission to Kiikai to build a monastic retreat there.

= B 1L 30 (Koya-san monjo): Mount Kdya documents. Historical documents archived in Kongdbu-ji and
various sub-monasteries of Shingon Buddhism in the Mount Koya area. The majority of these documents are
records of monastery administrative regulations and accounts of temple affairs.

* ZH4E (Hokanshii): One representative compilation of Mount Kdya documents. It includes 3,689 articles
dated from 805 to 1743 in two hundred and ninety-eight scrolls and fifteen volumes. (Koyasan monjo in Dai
nihon komonjo, vol. 1, 2, 3)
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Ordered, by the Office of the Retired Tennd*’ to the managers of Arakawa Estate:*

43 BEIT (In no cho): The office of a former fennd that was staffed by ranked officials. The first former tenno
to be assigned ranked officials was Saga, in 835. Over the course of the Heian Period, as retired fenno became
ever more politically prominent, the in no cho grew accordingly, gaining directors (bett6 512%), major-domos



In keeping with the Choshd 3 (1136) report and listing® by the emissary®® [from the
administrative headquarters] of Retired Tennd Toba, Morihiro, [we order you to] promptly
cease the dispute over boundaries between Tanaka Estate’” and Yoshinaka® Estate [with
Arakawa Estate]. The four boundary markers of the [Arakawa] domain [are as follows]:
The easternmost point is fixed at Hibashi Peak and the Kuro River. The southernmost point
is fixed at Takahara and Tasuki Peak. The westernmost point is fixed at the center of

Amaoka and Tokoku. The northernmost point is fixed at Ushikage Gorge and Kita Gorge.

(shitsuji ), supervisors (hogandai H|'E1X), secretary-provisioners (kurédo J&& MN), potential secretary-
provisioners (hikurodo FEJEN), clerks (shutendai F=H4X), guards (ALK 12), and a variety of other staff
members. (Nihon kokugo daijiten)

BElT T3 (In no chd kudashibumi): An order issued by the office of the retired tenné. Unlike most
government documents, which were stamped with official seals, orders from the office of the retired tenno
were signed by a director, a supervisor, and a clerk, and possibly by other staff members as well. Most of
these orders are written in a dense, formal style, and concern either properties owned or temples sponsored by
the retired tenno.

44 5Z )1 FE (Arakawa no shd): A large shoen in Kii Province (modern Wakayama Prefecture), which occupied
almost all of modern-day Momoyama and part of modern-day Kokawa. Specifically, the territory consists of
the floodplain on the southern bank of the Kino River, the Zakuro River basin, and the headwaters of the
Notahara River. Arakawa is also written as Fiif], Z%)1], and %57, Because we possess a comparatively
large volume of historical documents concerning Arakawa Estate from the late Heian through the middle ages,
it is one of the most intensively researched shoen. (Nihon rekishi chimei taikei) For a map of Arakawa Estate,
see the end of this translation.

45 According to the Zoku hokanshii, Arakawa Estate was officially surveyed in Hoen 1 (1135). (Nihon rekishi
chimei taikei, vol. 31, 243) Therefore, it seems likely that a preliminary survey to establish boundary markers
would have been initiated in the previous year (1134), and that the “report” mentioned here refers to that
survey report.

¥ B2t (inshi): A messenger from the Office of the Retired Tennd.

Y M D (Tanaka no sho): A shoen located in the southern half of modern-day Uchita, bounded by Ikeda
Estate on the north, Okada Estate on the west, and Arakawa Estate on the south. Tanaka Estate is first
mentioned in 1110 in Eishoki (7K EiF2), the diary of Fujiwara no Tametaka. From Tametaka’s writing, we
know that this territory previously belonged to the household of the regent, but how it became established as a
shoen remains unclear. From the late Heian Period onwards, Tanaka Estate was managed by a small band of
resident warriors. The neighboring Arakawa Estate was the property of the retired tenno Toba, but after
Toba’s death in 1156, it was invaded by the steward of Tanaka Estate, Satd Nakakiyo. Although Nakakiyo
was ordered to desist by Regent Fujiwara no Tadamichi (the proprietor of Tanaka Estate), the retired tenno
Go-Shirakawa, and his consort Bifukumon’in (who had inherited Arakawa Estate), residents of Tanaka Estate
continued to attack their southern neighbor. Nakakiyo’s son, Yoshikiyo, carried on his father’s policy of
aggression and attempted to take over Arakawa Estate during the Genpei War. (Nihon rekishi chimei taikei)
LD (Yoshinaka no sho): Also written as 75 1. A shoen located slightly to the south of the junction of
the Kino River and the Kishi River, near modern-day Marusu and Momoyama. According an 1153 entry in
Kyoto (founded by Fujiwara no Michinaga). For the first ten years after its creation, Yoshinaka Estate was
managed by Taira no Nobunori. However by the order of Minister of the Left Fujiwara no Norinaga, it was
transferred to Fujiwara no Tamechika. (Nikon rekishi chimei taiker)



Regarding the above: the statement™ sent [to the office of Go-Shirakawa] this month by the
[Arakawa] estate reads: “We have humbly investigated the ways of old, [and found that]
although several decades have passed since the shoen was established, no one has ever
committed illegal acts such as these.’® However, soon after the late Retired Tennd Toba
passed away, [ Tanaka Estate] willfully appropriated the land of this shoen to make it part of
its domain. Since then, months and years have already’' passed. Although several reports
were submitted [to the authorities],”® no decision®® was handed down. However, in past
when the local notables of Arakawa Estate and the residents of Tanaka Estate were
summoned to the administrative headquarters [of Go-Shirakawa] to debate™ their claims,
since [the actions of] the residents of that [Tanaka] estate were unreasonable, their tongues
were tied and they had no way to defend themselves. The claims of this Arakawa Estate are
completely in the right, but since an order from the administrative headquarters [of Go-
Shirakawa] has not yet been issued, without the least justification the illegal appropriation
of our land has continued.’® Although® new shden in the various provinces are being
overturned, in the case of those that possess orders’’ from the offices of the retired
monarchs™® Shirakawa or Toba, when there are disputes, the proprietor should list up the
details and make a memorial to the throne, as per royal decree.” Why then, when there are

such orders,®® has the custodian®'and Palace Attendant®” Nakakiyo® unreasonably usurped

¥ fE R (gejo): A petition or statement sent to a superior.

0 4248 (ror6): Although this word has various (albeit uniformly negative) meanings, here it suggests illicit
acquisition, even theft.

S < (voyaku): Already.

32 It is unclear to whom these reports were directed; they may have been sent to the court, but it is also
possible that they were sent to Bifukumon’in, who had inherited Arakawa Estate after Toba’s death.

3 ¥84 % (sasesu): Special, in particular.

4 S (taiketsu): Hearing of the arguments of both sides in a tribunal setting.

> 548 (ryakuryé): To plunder and take over.

>tk (nakanzuku): Specifically; particularly.

> T 3 (kudashibumi): Order. Usually a type of document that conveyed orders from a superior official
or office to a subordinate one.

BT (In no cho): Office for managing the everyday affairs of the retired tenno or retired queen-
consort. When a hierarchy of retired monarchs emerged (beginning in 1086), the Office of the Retired
Tennd expanded and influenced state affairs to a greater extent through the issuing of its own orders.

* See “Hogen 1, Intercalary 9™ Month 18" Day Royal Decree,” Item 2, in the Hyohanki courtier journal
for further information about this decree. (Zoho shiryod taisei, vol. 2 p. 139)

6 fi = (ringen): Commands by the tenné. The royal words.

o T (sho no azukari): a non-resident manager appointed by the shoen proprietor. Nakakiyo was
actually the azukaridokoro (YHFIT), a custodian who, in some cases, acted as a deputy of the shoen



Bifukumon’in’s®* domain® [Arakawa Estate, merging it into] Tanaka Estate? We pray for
Your Majesty’s consideration—please understand our position. According to precedent and
the orders of the office of the Retired Tennd Toba, quickly let an order be composed and
sent out to forever silence false claims.”

Therefore let the boundaries of this estate follow those in the report of the royal
envoy Morihiro. Let the false claims of Tanaka and Yoshinaka estates be silenced, and let it
[Arakawa Estate] be the proprietary holding of Bifukumon’in. Let the shoen managers
know this and act accordingly. There should be no breach. So ordered.

Heiji 1 5™ Month 28" Day.
Equivalent Fourth-level Manager cum 2™ Lieutenant Junior Class step of the Right Gate
Guards, Abe [no Shigeyoshi].*®® (Seal)®’
[Other signers omitted]

proprietor. (Tanaka Fumihide, Heishi seiken no kenkyu, and Yamamura Kozo, ed., The Cambridge
History of Japan, Volume 3: Medieval Japan)

62 Py A (uchitoneri or udoneri): In the ritsuryé system, a post affiliated with the Ministry of the
Interior (%54). They accompanied members of a royal procession to provide protection and other
services.

63 2 fifiE Sato Nakakiyo (Birth/death dates unknown): He was custodian of Tanaka Estate and served as a
palace attendant and escort for Fujiwara no Tadamichi.. The name "Satd" is composed of the first character of
“Left Gate Guards" (Sa) and the first character of "Fujiwara" (T0). It shows that Nakakiyo's line was a branch
of Fujiwara that served in that position for successive generations. (Tanaka Fumihide, Heishi seiken no
kenkyu, p. 147)

IR T Fujiwara no Nariko (1117-60): Queen-consort to Toba Tennd. Her father was Assistant
Middle Counselor Fujiwara no Nagatsune, who was an intimate of Shirakawa Tennd. His mother was
Katako, daughter of Minister of the Left Minamoto no Toshifusa. She was said to have been very
beautiful. After Toba Tennd’s death, she (as Bifukumon’in) received Arakawa Estate, and in 1159
subsequently donated it to Kdyasan. (Heian jidaishi jiten)

6 fE%E (goryo): Lands held by an especially prominent personage or institution. For instance the Kanto
goryo were estates held in proprietorship by the Kamakura Bakufu, and denka goryo were domains
belonging to the regent's line of the Fujiwara. (Encyclopedia of Japan)

66 728 %E B Abe no Sukeyoshi (Birth/death dates unknown): Senior sixth rank, upper. (Kebiishi bunin
Vol. 1 p. 175)

7 349 (kao). Also called gji and shohan. A handwritten seal added after one’s signature. Originally it referred
to printing one's signature, but by the end of the Heian Period there were numerous styles, some of which had
no relationship to one's real name. (Heian jidaishi jiten)
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eds. Kinki chihé no

Amino Yoshihiko, Ishi Susumu, Inagaki Yasuhiko, and Nagahara Keiji,
shéen III. Vol. 8, Kéza nihon shéenshi. Tokyo: Yoshikawa Kobunkan, 2001, 11.

10



