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Twentieth day:**

Today, as the Royal Police were passing in front of the viewing stand [of Regent Tadamichi*],
the newly-appointed advisor*® cum middle counselor, Lord Nobuyori,*” attempted to push
through to the front. The regent’s servants® ordered him to stop but, still riding [in his
carriage®’], he ordered it forward. The servants approached and whacked at it, and the advisor™®
did not advance. Rather he returned [to where he had come from]. His carriage was destroyed,

and his people were scattered and forced to withdraw.

/2i= i

* The events described in this journal entry take place during the Kamo Festival (%45, Kamosai or
Kamo no matsuri), as the procession of the Kamo Priestess (7 I, saio) was crossing the main avenue
at the Hour of the Monkey (3-5 pm). The Kamo Festival was an annual festival, conducted during the
fourth month; the procession set out from the court and went down First Avenue (—25 Ki) to the
Lower Kamo Shrine before proceeding to the Upper Kamo Shrine. Several days before the festival and
her procession to the shrine, the Kamo Priestess underwent ceremonial purification in the Kamo River.
I B8 (Fujiwara no Tadamichi, 1097 - 1164): Fourth son of Fujiwara no Tadazane ({£3%). Became
head of the Fujiwara clan (8 [C &3, Toshi chdja) in 1121, a position which he held until 1158, when
he was succeeded by his son Motozane (3:32). During his time as clan head, Tadamichi acted as regent
to first Toba Tennd and then Nijo Tenno.

52HH (saishd): Advisor to the Council of State. Saishé was the Tang Dynasty term for sangi (Z ).
e 1Z 48 (Fujiwara no Nobuyori, 1133 - 1160): The fourth son of Fujiwara no Tadataka, Minister of
the Royal Treasury (KJi4) to Toba Tennd. Nobuyori was named both Advisor to Council of State and
Middle Counselor (F'#95, chiinagon) in 1158, at the comparatively young age of 26. The Heiji
monogatari describes Nobuyori as being thoroughly untalented in matters both civil and martial; his
rapid rise through the ranks appears to have been thanks to the favor of Go-Shirakawa Tennd. On 1159,
he became one of the major players in the Heiji Rebellion ({5 DL, Heiji no ran), a conflict between
the Taira, who supported the current tennd, Nijo (—.5%), and various malcontents who the former tennd,
Go-Shirakawa. Together with Minamoto no Yoshitomo (J#%/l), Nobuyori abducted Go-Shirakawa
and placed him under house arrest together with Nijo Tennd, in a bid to restore the former to power.
However, their attempted coup failed to come to fruition; Taira no Kiyomori (who had been on
pilgrimage to Kumano) hurried back to the capital, rescued Nijo, defeated the Minamoto forces, and
executed Nobuyori and Yoshitomo.

®REL (shimobe): Miscellaneous servants and attendants. (Nikon kokugo daijiten). Here, the term refers
to the grooms and guards of the regent’s household.

* Although it is not specified in the text, this would have been an ox-drawn carriage (4>, gissha)
used by nobles for formal and ceremonial excursions. On particularly festive occasions, such as the
Kamo Festival, ox-drawn carriages were decorated with silk hangings.

}H/A (saiko): Another alternate term for sangi.



Twenty-first day:

Early in the morning, [due to the damage to [Nobuyori’s] carriage yesterday by servants from
the Regent’s administrative office and stable], Lord Kunitsuna®' was called and sent to the
palace as [the Regent’s] emissary, and reported the guards®” and groomsmen® who had
damaged the cart yesterday. His Majesty’s response was not clear, >* and the servants were
released. Nonetheless, due to the advisor’s (Nobuyori’s) report, the situation became a serious
matter.>> Lord Kunitsuna and his bodyguard Takenari were called before the tennd, who
became as angry as a dragon. °° Some say that blame will reach all the way to me. At the
palace they summoned those accused for questioning, I hear. I hurried”’ to the regent’s
[Tadamichi’s] palace and while standing in the wings I heard details [of yesterday’s events]. In
the early evening, two or three of the royal intimates came. They reported the extent of the
crimes [to the regent].”® There were also secret consultations with a member of the Royal

Secretariat.”’ Lord Kunitsuna was placed in the custody of the Left Bureau of Horses;® and his

>R JE R (Fujiwara no Kunitsuna, 1122 — 1181) : The son of a lower official, who achieved political
advancement through his attachment to two successive Fujiwara regents, Fujiwara no Tadamichi and
Fujiwara no Motozane. Kunitsuna also served as an official at Go-Shirakawa’s administrative
headquarters when he became the provincial governor of Harima. (Yamauchi Masujiro, Imakagami no
shithen (Osaka: Izumi Shoin, 1993), 67.)

2B T4 N\ (mandokoro no toneri): Attendants-cum-guardsmen of the regent’s office.

SIEVEEA N (miumiya no toneri): Grooms; stableboys.

M43 (fubunmei): This word could also mean “unclear,” but here it appears to suggest not that the
tennd’s judgment was vague, but rather that his reasons for judging as he did were difficult to
comprehend.

P RZFIZ M 5 (daiji ni oyobu): To reach drastic proportions; to become a grave problem.

OEEBEE (rviigan gekirin): Ryiigan, which literally means “the countenance of a dragon,” is an
epithet for the tennd’s face; gekirin, which means “reverse scales,” refers to Han Feizi’s statement that a
dragon will kill anyone who touches the backwards-facing scales beneath its chin. Taken together, these
two phrases suggest towering imperial wrath.

57 f1 2 (hasemairu): To ride a horse quickly to a residence of the tenné or nobleman, or to run
quickly oneself to such a place.

58 JEits (zaika): Acting contrary to the law or moral righteousness.

59 I 5 (shikiji): in this case, a member of the Royal Secretariat.

60 Ji#s] (Minamoto no Yoshitomo 1123 — 1160): He was the eldest son of Minamoto no
Tameyoshi. Estranged by his father, a Kyoto elite with interests in the west, Yoshitomo left
for the east in 1142 or 1143 at the age of nineteen or twenty. Over time he built a strong
presence in the east and became the leader of the Kawachi Minamoto. He then returned to
the capital where he was eventually named Captain of the Bureau of Horses. He is famous for
his participation in the Hogen Incident of 1156 (and later in the Heiji Incident). In the Hogen
Incident Yoshitomo joined the side of Go-Shirakawa Tenno and opposed his own father who

’



escort® Takenari with two lower rankers® were placed in the custody of the fifth-ranking third-
level manager Nobutada.” I was demoted from my posts® [as junior counselor and assistant
governor of Aki], ® and my name was struck from the duty roster of royal intimates.® I heard
that Kunitsuna’s name was also struck. As for my being removed from my posts, 1* Lieutenant

of the Left Inner Palace Guards [sakon no shogen] cum Royal Secretary Chikayuki® gave

was supporting Sutoku Tenno. The Hogen Incident was decided in a single battle in which the
forces of Go-Shirakawa, as few as six hundred, defeated the even smaller force supporting
Sutoku. The aftermath of this short incident was brutal and resulted in the first beheadings
in the capital since the early ninth century. In addition, prominent supporters of Sutoku, such
as Yoshitomo’s father Tameyoshi and Taira Kiyomori’s uncle Tadamasa, were killed. A few
years later in 1159 Yoshitomo became disenchanted by the speedy promotion of his now rival
Taira no Kiyomori and chose to join forces with Fujiwara no Nobuyori. They chose to support
the new tenno, Nijo, who opposed the newly retired Go-Shirakawa and his advisor, the monk
Shinzei. The choice to support Nijo was not difficult for Yoshitomo as he saw Shinzei as the
man who was responsible for the stagnation of his career. Nobuyori was already the archrival
of Shinzei so his participation was almost a given. In the twelfth month of 1159, while Taira
no Kiyomori was away from the capital, Minamoto no Yoshitomo, Fujiwara no Nobuyori, and
their supporters attacked the retired tenno’s Sanjo Palace, captured Go-Shirakawa, and forced
Shinzei to flee for his life (he was later captured and beheaded). However, Kiyomori managed
to return to the capital and gather support for the retired tennoé while keeping his adversaries
at bay with the use of various conciliatory gestures. Once he had enough support, Kiyomori
launched an attack on Nijo Tenno’s allies, killing Nobuyori and forcing Yoshitomo to flee.
Yoshitomo was lucky to make it out of the capital, but in the end he was betrayed by one of his
followers in Owari Province while they were all on their way back to the east . (Mass, Jeffrey P.
“The Missing Minamoto in the Twelfth-Century Kanto”, Journal of Japanese Studies, vo0l.19,
no. 1 (Winter, 1993), pp. 121-145; and Varley, Paul. Warriors of Japan: As Portrayed in the
War Tales. Honolulu: University of Hawai’i Press, 1994, pp. 49-53, 66-67)

61 {565 (mizuishin): An escort associated with a nobleman. Refers to the archers from the
Inner Palace Guards that protected the area around the tenno, regents, ministers, generals,
counselors, and advisors when they ventured outdoors.

62 i (gero): A person of low rank.

63 JJTf5 8 (Oe no Nobutada): Previously he was senior sixth rank upper of the Left Gate
Guards. He took this post on the 27th day, 22d month of this year (1158), becoming junior fifth
rank lower. He remained in this position indefinitely, though his rank may have increased.
(Kebiishi bunin Vol. 1 p. 172)

64 fi'E (gekan or kaikan): To remove from a post, rendering the person unable to hold office
within the court system.

65 Nobunori had been appointed to the honorary post of junior counselor (without an income)
on the 28th day, 11t month, Hogen 1, and was subsequently also appointed to the assistant
governorship of Aki on the 27t day, 1st month, Hogen 3. (Kokushi taikei Vol. 53 Kugy6 bunin
Vol. 1 p. 474)

66 (2% (joseki or joshaku): To remove records from a ledger, or to erase a person’s name and/or
records from a roster. In Heian times, the person so removed would be prohibited from close
access to the tenno. (Iwanami nihonshi jiten)

67 JF# 1T (Minamoto no Chikayuki. Birth/death dates unknown): His father was Chikatomo.
He was appointed to the post of 1st Lieutenant of the Left Inner Palace Guards (sakon no



orders to Captain of the Left Military Guards Lord Mitsuyori.®® {{Mitsuyori was serving as]

noble-in-charge for the ending of the special defensive measures [for the Kamo Festival], ®

and thus went to the guard-post.”}
[Written on the back of the scroll:] This is a serious matter in the world that has caused
great grief71 [to the regent]. [As for] we two censured men [Kunitsuna and I], though we
numbered amongst the followers’” [of Tadamichi], neither of us knew about these
inappropriate acts. Needless to say, I didn’t do anything harmful, nor did I know anything
about them. This was an unimaginable misfortune for the regent, and it was terrible for me
[to lose my posts] and all. [Still] there’s nothing to be done. As for striking our names from
the duty roster, I heard that the Director of the Royal Secretariat cum Captain of the

Military Guards [Koreka‘ta]73 gave orders to a royal secretary.

shogen) on the 27th day, 1st month, Hogen 3, and given rank by the tenné on the 11th day, 8th
month of the same year. (Kokushi taikei Vol. 59 Sonpi bunmyaku Vol. 2 p. 274, Kurodo bunin,
p. 211)

68 i E#E (Fujiwara no Mitsuyori. 1123 - ?): He was appointed Left Captain of the Palace
Guards on the 26th day, 11th month, Hogen 3. Age 35. (Kokushi taikei Vol. 53 Kugyo bunin Vol.
1 p. 442)

69 fi#fd (gejin): The release, when not needed, of various units of the guards posted during
royal ceremonies, accession ceremonies, royal progresses, or when there is thunder or other
unusual happenings. Those happenings can include events such as the Kamo Festival.
(Kokushi daijiten, vol. 5, p. 94)

70 [§iJf (jinnoza): Original name for discussions in the guard-post of the Left Inner Palace
Guards, located under the western eaves, southern room of the Giyoden. The same discussions
were later also known as fJ% (joza), which were held at the southern side of the Shishinden,
northern corridor of the eastern face.

71 # B (tansoku): To sigh in grief or lament; to sigh in awe.

2 @5t (kojid): To follow the tennoé.

73 i JFUME )7 (Fujiwara no Korekata 1124 - ?): Age 34. Father was Akitaka, and mother’s name is
unknown but she was also mother to Mitsuyori. (Kokushi taikei Vol. 53 Kugyé bunin Vol. 1 p.
443) See genealogy, illustration 1.
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1. EAMERK LY (p. 410)
Illustration 1. From the Family Tree in Kurédo Bunin (p.410)
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