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* The Hyakurenshé is a twenty-volume written record of Japanese history originally extending from Jimmu
Tennd’s reign (6007 — 585 BC) to that of Go-Fukakusa (ending in 1259). At present, however, only the
fourth (Reizei Tennd, 967 - 969) and later volumes are extant (17 volumes total). It is considered to be
equal in importance to the bakufu’s Azumakagami. There is an abridged version of the otherwise lost Taira
no Chikanori’s diary (Sorenbo enchi ki) that refers to the incident of Go-Shirakawa Tennd and Nijo Tennd
(1143 — 1165): The 78" tenna, Nijo was born the first prince of Go-Shirakawa Tennd on the 17" day of the
4th month of the 2™ year of Koji (1143). His mother was Yoshiko, daughter of Major Counselor Fujiwara
no Tsunezane. When the Heiji Incident broke out, Nijo and his father were imprisoned in the Sanjo Palace
by Fujiwara Nobuyori (and Minamoto no Yoshitomo, both of whom supported Sutoku, a rival to Nijo for
the recently vacated throne of Japan). They were rescued by virtue of a ruse by Taira no Kiyomori, who
evacuated them to Rokuhara. (Heian jidaishi jiten)
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(15™ day, 9™ month, Ohd 1 [1161]) The Lesser Controller of the Right Tokitada® and

others were removed from office.’' People were gossiping everywhere [that this was

30 S FE. Taira no Tokitada (1128-1189): He was the younger brother of Taira no Kiyomori’s wife Tokiko
and older brother of Go-Shirakawa’s wife Shigeko. His highest rank was that of provisional senior
counselor. He is known for having boasted “If you are not a Heike, you are not a person.” After the Genpei
War, he was banished to Noto, where he died. His rank and post as of Oho 1 was Provisional 1% Lieutenant
of the Right Gate Guards. (Heian jidaishi jiten)

3! The reason for his demotion was said to be because of the ire of the reigning tenna, Nijo. Though Nijo
was Go-Shirakawa’s son, the latter had abdicated in favor of his son with the intent of controlling politics



because] his younger sister Kobendono®” (Lady-in-Waiting of J6saimon’in) ** gave birth
to the child of the senior retired fennd [Go-Shirakawal].

(28" day, same month). Captain of the Right Bureau of Horses Koretaka®* (Nobutaka),*
Middle Captain [of the Inner Palace Guards] of the Left Narichika®® and others, along

with the intimates®’ of the retired tenno, were removed from office.

through him, but Nijo did not want to allow his father to remain in control. They therefore became the
heads of two different factions. The birth of another son to Go-Shirakawa, then, posed a threat to Nijo’s
rule. Though Nijo could not directly attack the Koben Palace, the demotion of Tokitada may have been one
expression of his displeasure. (Adolphson, Gates of Power, pp. 130-131)

32 Also known as Kenshunmon’in % F[52. % ¥ Taira no Shigeko (1142-1176): She was the queen
consort of Go-Shirakawa and mother of Takakura Tennd. Her father was a second-level manager in the
Ministry of Military Affairs (Hyobusho gon no daisuke) in the Ministry of Military Affairs Taira no
Tokinobu. In the 1* year of Oho [1161], she gave birth to Takakura Tennd. In 1168, on the day of
Takakura’s accession to the throne, she became Go-Shirakawa’s grand queen consort. On the 12" day of
the 4™ month of the 1% year of Kao [1169], an order changing Shigeko’s name to Kenshunmon’in was sent
down. On the 10™ day of the 8" month of the 2™ year of Angen [1176] she returned her title, sustenance
households, and her right to present candidates for offices and ranks. On the 28" day of the same month,
she took the precepts and became a lay nun, and on the 8" day of the 7" month she passed away at the Hoji
Temple hall. (Nihon kokushi daijiten)

33 PGB Josaimon’in, also known as Princess-of-the-Blood Muneko (%8 7P F 1126-1189): Second
daughter of Toba Tennd. Her mother was the daughter of Middle Counselor Fujiwara no Kinkata, Shoshi
(also known as Taikenmon’in). Born on the 23™ day of the 7™ month of the 1* year of Daiji [1126].
Original name Koko. The following year, without courtly rank, she was recognized as a royal consort and
named the Kamo princess-priestess. In 1143 she moved into the newly built Sanjo Karasumaru mansion. In
1145, after the death of her mother, Muneko moved into her place. In 1159 she received her title as
Josaimon-in. In 1160 she took the precepts at Hokongo-in, and took Buddhist name was Shinnyori. In 1182
she was adopted by the regent Fujiwara no Motofusa. She passed away in the 7" month of the 5™ year of
Bunji [1189] at the Rokujo-in. (Heian jidaishi jiten)

3% This character was likely miscopied in the text as “Koretaka,” and should be correctly read as
“Nobutaka,” as seen in the Sonpi bunmyaku and Kugyo bunin.

3% )5 {2 Fujiwara no Nobutaka (1126-?): The son of Fujiwara no Nobusuke, he achieved the senior
fourth rank lower and was made Potential Advisor (hisangi). Later he was appointed Captain of the Right
Bureau of Horses in Kyiijii 3 (1156). (Kugyo bunin Vol. 1 p. 468)

36 )5 R B Fujiwara no Narichika (1138-1177): He was the third son of Middle Counselor Fujiwara no
Ienari. His mother was the daughter of Middle Counselor Fujiwara no Tsunetada. Given rank in the 1%
year of Kenji [1142] at the age of five. He was demoted from his posts of Middle Captain of the Right
Inner Palace Guards for siding with Fujiwara no Nobuyori in the Heiji Incident (1159), but he was
pardoned from the death penalty because he was the son-in-law of Taira no Shigemori. He was involved in
several incidents over the following decades and was demoted and reinstated several times. Narichika
finally set his eyes on the post of Senior Captain of the Left Inner Palace Guards but, since Taira no
Shigemori and Taira no Munemori were assigned as Senior Captains of the Right and Left Inner Palace
Guards, Narichika did not attain his desired post. His dissatisfaction over this incident led Narichika to join
the forces of Go-Shirakawa when they fought the Taira at the battle of Shishigatani in 1177. For his role in
this incident he was arrested and exiled to Bizen province, where he was murdered in 1178. (Heian jidaishi
Jiten)

31553 (kinjii): Refers to serving near the sovereign. This term is seen in the Heian-period court, and in the
Kamakura era a formal system was established in which a number of men served on a rotating basis. Also
pronounced kinshi, kinju and kinzu. (Heian jidaishi jiten)



(10™ month 19" day). As for the Inner Palace Minister [Munetaka]*® and others, those
wishing® to become provincial governors were to be discussed in the Hall of the Royal
Intimates*® [by the royal intimates]. <On this same day there was an appointment
ceremony.’'>

(1% day intercalary 2" month Ohd 2 [1162]) Provisional Primary Prelate*” Kakuchi™®
([monk of] Onjji,** son of the Great Lord* [Tadamichi]), was appointed as head abbot

of the Tendai school. *° The assembled monks of Enryakuji*’ massed.*® Therefore

3% &) 52HE Fujiwara no Muneyoshi (1083-1170): Son of Fujiwara no Munetada. He ascended to the post
of Inner Palace Minister on the 13" day of the 9" month of 1161. He held senior second rank. (Kugyo
bunin p. 400)

3 BT (shomo): What is wished for.

0 % - (denjo): Hall of the Royal Intimates (as per McCullough, Shiryd Hensanjo Database)

*1' B4 A (jimoku): Court ceremonies for the appointment of all but the most senior officials in the Heian
Period (794 —1185). The two principal ceremonies were for appointment to offices in the capital (the so-
called Tsukasameshi no jimoku), and for appointing provincial officials (the Agatameshi no jimoku). These
ceremonies began to lose their importance in medieval times. (Encyclopedia of Japan)

2 {4 1F (s0j6): The primary prelate in the Prelates' Office (Soga). There were two grades, daisajo RAEIE, or
senior primary prelate, and shds6j6 /M@ 1E, junior primary prelate.

# B i Kakuchi (1118-77). A monk of the Onjoji branch (as opposed to the Enryakuji branch) of the
Tendai school and disciple of the monk Sochi. He was known for being the gojiso* for the Konoe, Nijo,
and Rokujo sovereigns. *A gojiso is defined as, “’ A priest who protects’; ... a high priest entrusted with
the task of praying at night in the imperial palace for the good health of an emperor.” (Inagaki, Isao. A
Dictionary of Japanese Buddhist Terms. Berkeley: Stone Bridge Press, 2007, p. 72)

* 3% =5 Onjoji: Located in Omi province, Shiga district, modern-day Shiga prefecture Otsu city, Onjoji-
chd. The head temple of the Tendai Jimon faction, it is also called Miidera. The name Jimon (Temple
School) is used for the temple in contrast to the Enryakuji on Mt. Hiei which is called Sanmon (Mountain
Temple). The temple was first built in 674 by Prince Otomo and revived by Enchin in 858, when it was
made a branch temple of Enryakuji (Inagaki, Hisao. Dictionary of Japanese Buddhist Terms. Berkeley:
Stone Bridge Press, 2007, p. 240).

R (6i no tono) is equivalent to daijin (minister), which in this case refers to the regent Fujiwara no
Tadamichi.

0 J 3= (zasu): Refers to the head abbot of the Tendai school. From the early Heian Period, this was used as
the name of the post for the overseer of affairs at the major temples. The first such post for the Tendai
school, also called the san no zasu (11D JE 3=), was established at Enryakuji. (Heian jidaishi jiten)

47 3L < Enryakuji is the main temple of the Tendai school, located on Mt. Hiei in Otsu City, Shiga
Prefecture. As the northeastern area of Heian-kyd was considered to be the gateway for demons, it was the
protector of the royal house. Enryakuji was founded by the monk Saichd in 788 (Enryaku 7). Less than a
century after its founding, by the mid-ninth century Enryakuji had already become the most influential
temple in the Buddhist world. At the beginning of the 10™ century, in 905 after Retired Tennd Uda received
the religious precepts there, the royal house and the regents became affiliated with it. In the mid-tenth
century during the era of Ryogen at the head of the school, in 966 many of the buildings on the mountain
were burned, but it was soon rebuilt, it is said that three thousand monks assembled and the temple
flourished. However, from around this time the differing theories of the monks Ennin and Enchin became
more pronounced, and in 993 the monk Keiso and a thousand of his followers left the temple and went to
Onjoji (Miidera). The division between Enryakuji and Miidera began here and continued through the end of
the Kamakura era, during which the monks at Enryakuji burned Onjoji seven times. The tyranny of the
armed monks was most pronounced during the period of governance by retired fenno, and they would



Kakuchi submitted his resignation. Due to this, Choyu*’ was appointed [head abbot of
the Tendai school].

(9™ day 6™ month Chokan 1 [1 163]) The assembled monks of Enryakuji headed for
Onjoji and burned down the Main Hall>® and other buildings. The reason for this was that
in response to the matter of the Tendai Head Abbot - Senior Prelate Kakuchii in the past
3" month, the Onj5ji assembled monks had attacked Otsu’s eastern bay”' and took shrine
dependents’ heads.

(13"™ day, same month) The Inner Palace Minister and others conferred in the Hall of the
Royal Intimates and memorialized to the throne about the matter of the arson at Onjoji.
(10™ day, 7™ month) The monks of Enryakuji and the people of the Hie Shrine entered the
capital in an unruly fashion, and there was an order to tie up and send in those who went

around cruelly forcing the return of the loans.*

continually protest the appointment of the head of the school and problems of the temple property to the
court. In 1095, it became usual to carry the Hiei palanquin during protests. The armed monks of Enryakuji
during this period were the reason for Retired Tennd Shirakawa referring to the “mountain monks” as one
of the tennd’s three great trials. (Nihonshi daijiten, Vol. 1 p. 960)

e e (hoki): A metaphor comparing the monks to a group of bees that suddenly bursts forth and wreaks
havoc.

¥ Hiffi Choyu (1096-1164): An Enryakuji monk during the late Heian Period. He was a grandson of Royal
Advisor Fujiwara no Yorizane and son of Fujiwara no Shigetaka, Provisional 1* Lieutenant of the Right
Gate Guards, but calls Yorizane his father. He was taught by Senior Prelate Ninjitsu. In 1153 he was made
Master of Discipline. In 1157 he became a junior secondary prelate (/IM&#6, shosozu). The following year
he was appointed, “Dharma Seal” (%F] a rank corresponding to Primary Prelate).

%0 A (hondd): The building where the main idols of a temple are housed.

1 R#EHIH Otsu Higashi no Ura: It is unclear exactly where the modern-day location of this cove is. An
entry in the Nikon kiryaku from the 16™ day of the 2" month the 2™ year of Kanna (986) states that the area
where Higashi no Ura (Eastern Bay) is located, north of Otsu and south of the township of Kinugawa,
became a protected area where killing of living beings was forbidden and that Enryakuji was in charge of
the area. From around the second half of the eleventh century Enryakuji and Ongji the tensions between
the temples became overt and the inhabitants of Otsu and Otsu no Ura were soon wrapped up in it. The
control of Otsu no Ura by Enryakuji and Hie Jinja was a system in which the land was not under the
auspices of the organizational structure of the Hie shrine dependants, but in an entry from the Chayitki (12"
day, 3" month of the 2™ year of Eikyi (1114)) we see that there were Otsu shrine attendants who were
called the Hie palanquin bearer shrine dependants. Around this time the inhabitants of Otsu no Ura were
separated into the Sanmon faction (Enryakuji is the Sanmon) and the Jimon faction (Onjoji). In the 1% year
of Hoan (1120), during the widening of a new road for the royal progress of Go-Sanjo Tennd, a forii (a
gateway to a Shinto shrine) was built by those of the Sanmon faction who lived on the Otsu beach, however
this rorii was destroyed by Onjoji (Chityitki, 28" day, 4™ month, 2™ year [1121]). In a royal decree
concerning Hie Shrine from the 9™ day of the 6™ month of the 2™ year (1121) we see “the dependants of
Higashi no Ura of Otsu of the territory of this [Hie] Shrine”, thus verifying that Otsu Higashi no Ura is the
territory of the Sanmon faction. We can assume that the Nishi no Ura (Western Bay) of the Jimon faction
was also established around this time. (Heian jidaishi jiten)

52 % (suiko): These were government loans, often seed rice, made to peasants in Japan from the 7th
through 12th centuries. Interest rates varied from 30 to 100 percent annually. The loans originated with the



BAINEED

E(ZT20)

FINRE - BEO T EZ T T, —®IZEL, FHEZBRD LD, T
KO BEC - i) - B EE FREE B . NI L EESE
T ZHHUNAE - MEEE e LT BT, T OSEITIREMICEIR 2R E
ST ETIEZRWA, BAN EX] (SEHEHR) LWVWIICEICEE LT, K2
DBHAITENEZE L T, REICERE L7, Ca¥H AR

Sadame

A meeting of the senior nobles in which they took a question handed to them by the fenno
or the retired tenno, met in one room, and gave their opinions of the matter. Such
meetings were differentiated according to where they were held (as in the case of a jin no
sadame [meeting at the guard post]) or by the substance of the question at hand. The
result of such a meeting was not a final decision of court policy, but rather a document,
called a sadamebumi, which listed the various opinions. In the case of a question handed
down for discussion by a tenna, the results were passed to the head of the Royal
Secretariat, who in turn memorialized it to the throne.

B EE (TAL X EIED)
HHE (B0 X5 TA) BER (TALC X ODF) IKITbhiiE,

Tenjo no sadame
A sadame held in the Chamber of Royal Intimates (fenjo no ma) of the Hall of Cool and
Refreshing Breezes (Seiryoden as per McCullough).
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Sadamebumi
A document in which the results of a sadame are recorded. The opinions of the senior
nobles are written therein.
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need to lend food and seed to peasants as relief in the spring and summer. Many borrowers were forced to
sell their lands to pay off their debts to private lenders. Interest from the loans was originally used for
provincial administration expenses or to pay taxes to the central government. The heavy burden of interest
caused many peasants to abandon their land and flee to other districts. Repeated government measures to
deal with this problem by prohibiting private loans (shisuiko) or by offering compensatory tax reductions
generally failed. (Encyclopedia of Japan, Cornelius J. Kiley “Provincial Administration and Land Tenure in
Early Heian” Cambridge History of Japan Vol. 2 p. 266). In this case, it refers to goods that the shrine
dependents of Hie lent to the people of Kyoto



Jin no sadame
A sadame undertaken at the left or right guardposts of the Palace Bodyguards. First
undertaken in Konin 1 (810).
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In no gosho sadame

A discussion conducted by the nobility at the palace of the retired tenno. At its origins, it
concerned itself with the household policies of the retired tennad, but in 1107, after the
ascension of the new Toba Tennd, matters of importance to countrywide policies came to
be discussed. Members were not limited to those of the royal family. (Mikawa Kiyoshi,

Shirakawa hoo, NHK Books)
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