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[3%]
30™ day, ki no e, inu. 1 visited the retired sovereign (Enyi-in). At the Hour of the Snake
(9 a.m. — 11 a.m.), the sutra reading ended.

Minister of the Left [Gashin], Major Counselor Fujiwara [1k6] , Major Counselor
Minamoto [Choéshin], senior commanders (of the Inner Palace Guards) of the Left and
Right [Choko and Seiji], Head of the Ministry of Popular Affairs [Monhan], Middle
Counselor Fujiwara [Kenkd], Commander of the Gate Guards of the Left [Chokd],
Middle Counselor Minamoto [H6kd], the senior third-rank Middle Captain,'’
Commander of the Gate Guards of the Right [Chisei], Controller of the Right [Seiko],
Consultant Minamoto [Ichoku], and others came (into the palace of the retired sovereign).
Later when it (the sutra reading) ended, (the retired sovereign) summoned the senior
nobles before him, and offered them a banquet (served) on low tray tables.

The retired sovereign observed young boys’ dances. Outside the west middle gate, the
court music began, and then the entrance music (for the dancers) was played. The fourth-
ranking officer of the Inner Palace Guards of the Right, [O no] Yoshimochi, kept time
with a small drum®® <They arrived in the southern courtyard of the west wing. > The
(first) dance performed was the Song of the Spring Warbler;*' then the Martial Hands,
Great Peace,” Dragon (Warrior) King,> and Nasori** were presented.”> After all the

" According to Kugyé bunin, the middle captain of the senior third rank was Fujiwara no Gikei.
Kokushi taikei kugyo bunin, vol.1, p. 225.

2% The small drum is called ichi no tsuzumi.

YW is translated as “Song of the Spring Warbler” by Royal Tyler. See The Tale of Genji,
trans. Royall Tyler (New York: Viking Penguin, 2001), 1141.

2 )P4 is translated as “Great Peace” by Royal Tyler. Ibid.

%3 The original text has the title “f£ ,” which means “Dragon King,” but this piece seems to
refer to the “f%F,” which means “Warrior King.” According to Tyler, this is a “Chinese” solo
bungaku dance that evokes a mighty warrior. Royal Tyler, The tale of Genji, vol. 2, p. 1053.

** The original Chinese characters for “Revival of Power” are ##%&F/. #1 means “obtain,”
“store,” or “supply.” fif means “revive,” “rest,” or “perilla: Japanese basil.” F] means “profit,”
“gain,” or “effect.” It might be possible to translate Nasori into English based on the meaning of
each Chinese character, but I decided to keep it as Nasori, because this is a geographical name in
Gokuryo (/5 7JBE), on the Korean peninsula.

> «Revival of Power (Na[s]sori ) #%&FF]” and « Warrior King ([Ran]ryd6 [% )" are pieces from
the repertoire of court music (gagaku), and the latter was usually played as a sequel to the former.
“Warrior King” performers wore elaborate costumes and golden masks with furious expressions.
They danced holding a baton. William H. and Helen Graig McCullough states “according to one
tradition, the dance celebrated the bravery of a sixth-century Chinese king, Kao Ch’ang-kung,
who hid his mild features behind an imposing mask and led 500 men to victory against a hostile
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dances, the recessional music was played. The retired sovereign gave emoluments

<white-layered robes> (to the boys). The emoluments were given to the masters of dance
and music according to (their rank and post). (When the event) ended, the senior nobles

withdrew. The retired sovereign summoned the boys to the Chamber of Intimates, took
off his robes, and handed them out.
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Fig. 1 Ichi no tsuzumi
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army.” “Revival of Power” was also an energetic dance and its performers wore blue dragon
masks while holding ornate silver sticks. See William and Helen McCullougn, 4 Tale of
Flowering Fortunes: Anals of Japanese Aristcratic Life in the Heian Period, vol. 2 (Stanford:
Stanford University Press, 1980), 240. Nihon kokugo daijiten, vol. 10, pp. 168-169.
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