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[BRN b m e A H AR S ] Reading the Kamarajiva (see Kokushi daijiten Vol. 4, p. 888 for
details) translation of the Lotus Sutra in eight rolls, one roll per service. The Hakko service was generally
performed at memorial services in the hopes of transferring merit to the deceased to ensure his or her
salvation. The service consisted not only of reading the sutra, but also often included lectures on the Lotus
Sutra itself. Beginning in the tenth century, the structure of these lectures included a questioning period
that sometimes led to heated debates mediated by judges, lending a competitive edge to the procedure.
Readings at memorial services were often infused with great ceremony. Proceedings on the fifth day,
mentioned in this passage, would include a procession recreating scenes from the Lotus Sutra. For further

information, see Willa Jane Tanabe, “The Lotus Lectures, Hokke Hakko in the Heian Period,” Monumenta
Nipponica, Vol. 39, No. 4. (Winter, 1984), pp. 393-407.
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Twenty-eighth day: Mizu no e, saru. Early in the morning I left the palace. The princess
of the blood, first daughter of Retired Tennd Reizei’ [Muneko Naishinno]®, from the past
twenty-sixth day held Lotus Lectures on behalf of the departed former First Ward
Avenue head of the Council of State [Fujiwara no Koremasa].” [They were held] at the
home of the former master of palace repairs [Minamoto no Koremasa]® at Iku
Gate®Today is the day for the fifth scroll. According to orders from the sovereign’s
palace, intimates and others were to prepare offerings and assemble. So they went to the
palace. During the evening services, the senior nobles and lower rankers followed behind
the monks with their offerings. <But, the lecturer’ and reciter® stayed in their seats.>
After three circumambulations, the senior nobles climbed up and put down their offerings.
Retainers and lower rankers placed theirs on the ground. <But first, long mats were laid
down.> I left soon after. I heard that the sovereign proffered provisions for a prayer
service.

%950 - 1011. Second son of Murakami Tennd. Iwanami Nihonshi Jiten, digital version.

? Muneko Naishinnd. 964 — 986. Heian jidaishi jiten, Vol. 2, p. 2520

%924 — 972. Heian jidaishi jiten, Vol. 2, pp. 2091 - 2

3929 — 980. Heian jidaishi jiten, Vol. 2, p. 2412

® One of the twelve gates of Heian-kyd. South gate of the eastern face. Heian jidaishi jiten, Vol. 1, p. 106

T ST “lecturer,” from McCullough, 4 Tale of Flowering Fortunes: Annals of Japanese Aristocratic Life in
the Heian Period (database)

8 SRR “reciter of texts,” from McCullough, 4 Tale of Flowering Fortunes: Annals of Japanese Aristocratic
Life in the Heian Period (database)
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Twenty-ninth day: Mizu n oto, tori. I went to the retired sovereign’s residence. Next I
went to my lord’s residence. Next I went to the palace. I soon returned to the retired
sovereign’s residence. Today is the day for Buddhist debates at the palace. <third round>
According to the words of Minister of Palace Repairs [Fujiwara no Tokuei] °, “Because
(Enyii Tennd) wanted to see the young boys’ dances tomorrow, he suddenly ordered me
to see to it.” This is exceedingly strange, as little time has passed since the death of Royal
Wet-nurse Kaga. People will criticize such a special banquet with music. I withdrew at
night.

According to one person, the Queen-consort received a letter (from the retired
sovereign) requesting her presence at his palace. However, since she was not feeling well,
she had prayers offered and did not go.

® Not in Heian jidaishi jiten



