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[#<] Extraordinary (Iwashimizu) Festival
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[#<] Twenty-sixth, ka no e uma. It rained.
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[#5] At the hour of the tiger,' the sovereign was offered (the royal bath) at the royal
bathhouse.”
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[#%] At the hour of the rabbit,’ royal robes (for dressing) were presented to His Majesty.
[This was extremely early.]
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' The hour of the tiger roughly corresponds to 3 a.m. — 5 a.m. However, the time covered
by an hour was not set, as it changed throughout the year in accordance with the lunar
calendar.

* The Oyudono 1HI##%, royal bathouse, was located between the Seirydden and the
Korydden in the residential palace. It occupied a position in the southernmost section of
the gap between the two northernmost walkways connecting these two buildings. See
Heian jidaishi jiten, Volume 1, p.420.

? The hour of the rabbit roughly corresponds to 5 a.m. — 7 a.m.

* The Kutsukakushi JEFE L was located at the eastern end of the Nagahashi—the place
“where horses’ shoes were removed” before they were led into the royal garden.

> The Kutsukakushi f&FZ L was located at the eastern end of the Nagahashi—the place
“where horses’ shoes were removed” before they were led into the royal garden.
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[#%] At the hour of the dragon,’® there was a royal purification. The royal messengers and
Council of Shrine Affairs ritualist’ went into the ceremonial marquee.® The horses were
led from the place where shoes were to be removed’ into the marquee.
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[#%] The royal purification was completed, and the Bureau of Royal Housekeeping'® laid
out the seats for the senior nobles, dancers, and musicians'' in the marquee.
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[#%] Next, the sovereign changed his clothes'? [to green], and appeared.
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[#] The royal messengers were summoned and took their seats.
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(¥£) After several rounds of drinking, nested cups'> were offered.
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% The hour of the dragon roughly corresponds to 7 a.m. — 9 a.m.

7 The miyaji & =, a ritualist from the Council of Shrine Affairs, was usually a member of the
Urabe family. He conducted royal divinations and prayers such as the Royal Ceremony of the
Light, and also had a role in both the Extraordinary Iwashimizu and Extraordinary Kamo festivals.
See Heian jidaishi jiten, Volume 2, p.2485.

¥ The akunai &P, ceremonial marquee, was a temporary, covered, pillar-based structure built for
the participants in various rites, events, and festivals to assemble. See Heian jidaishi jiten,
Volume 1, p.20.

? A location in the Jijaden, on the opposite side of the courtyard from the Seirydden. Shoes had to
be removed at this point before participants were allowed to progress further.

' Heian jidaishi jiten, Volume 1, p.534.

"' These were musicians used for palace events and the Extraordinary Kamo and Iwashimizu
festivals. They performed mikagura and azuma asobi. See Heian jidaishi jiten, Volume 2, p.2257.
"2 He donned an over-robe (ibid., vol. 2, p. 2273) woven with a warp and a weft of yellow and
green. The use of this color was restricted to senior royalty. Ibid., vol. 1, p. 605

" Shallow saucer-shaped cups of the same size stacked one atop the other. They were disposed
of after use.
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[#%] [Fujiwara no] Gikai'* of the senior third rank and the Advisor [Minamoto no]
Ichoku'” took charge of offering more sake to the dancers.
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[#<] After this, sprigs of flowers for hair adornments were given out.

U] AR 2 1], (E5FEEAL.

[FE] AR (B3 ZRITA L BRD DO, GV L TY

(] CRENMEVEID) R THARDSIEIL O L RS oIS, %I TICH
FELTLE-TW,

[#%] When (the sovereign) desired to pass the green turban snail-shell cup,'® the envoys
had already left.
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[#%] However, the bronze cup'’ was passed to the musicians.
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[#<] Due to this, after a while, the minister of the left and other senior nobles served at
the side of the southern corridor wall.
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[#<] There they used the green turban snail-shell cup.
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' For a biography, see Heian jidaishi jiten, Volume 2, p.2212.

' For a biography, see Heian jidaishi jiten, Volume 2, p. 2412.

1% A particular fine drinking vessel made from the shell of the green turban snail. It was
shallow like a saucer. It was green on the outside, but coloured like pearl on the inside so
that it shone when sake was drunk from it.

"7 Another drinking vessel, made from bronze. The reddish colour of the bronze
combined with the sake was also considered to be aesthetically pleasing.



KWO07_Shéyuaki (Kanwa 1, 3rd month, 26™) Erin & Matt
May 14, 2008

[Fi] KA. WD (T255%) Bicxs, T, HETOEAZ A (Tox <)
,@4—{’\{?\

[B] CRE) O ZTHEE D TEroToiz®, HEToREZHE S w7,

[#] The sovereign was in extremely good humour, and so he had the marquee removed
from the royal presence (the courtyard).
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[#<] Then, the royal messengers were summoned. The playing of flutes at the waterfall
gate as was customary.18
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[9%] Before this, I received the royal order, and ordered the first dance: <The junior

commander of the left, [Fujiwara no] Sanekata, and the chamberlain, [Fujiwara no]
Seishin].> The dance was presented as was customary.

U] EEENR ., NEEEBAHEFE,

[Fi] £EHE%, BETOTxEL, THEDOEE, ZIHSERY, | LD,
I EBREPRLTE 2IQE, THEICEE (K1) OEPRRUITEGNE R
o72] &,

[#<] The Bureau of Horses, Left Division, memorialized the throne, saying: “There is
something wrong with the chestnut-coated horse belonging to the residential palace.”
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[#] There was (thus) a royal order, “Let a pale chestnut horse be led to Us (instead).”
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'8 The Takiguchi f§E 1, Waterfall Gate, was a gutter opening in the northern part of the
eastern garden of the Seiryoden. It was used as a place for entertainment for nobles that
involved varying the arrangement of stones so that the water falling over them would
produce different sounds. See Kokushi daijiten, vol. 9, p. 95 and Heian jidaishi jiten,
Volume 2, p.1549.
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[#<] This morning, the minister of the left memorialized the (completed) oral edict to the
throne.
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[#%] Before memorializing the oral edict, he made a memorial that stated: “The 14" day
(of this month) has long been the customary day (for the festival), but due to impurity it
was postponed, and so would it not be better to have an addendum?” The sovereign said,
“Let it be done as requested.”
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[#<] [The retired sovereign views the festival]
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[#] There was a report that the retired sovereign would view the Extraordinary Festival.
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[#<] Thus, I hastened [to him]. The retired sovereign watched (the festival) from the
gate of the royal retirement palace."
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' A palace established by the sovereign for his retirement. In this case it refers to the
Reizei-in. See Dai Nihon shiryé, 1% edition, vol. 22, p. 410.



KWO07_Shéyuaki (Kanwa 1, 3rd month, 26™) Erin & Matt
May 14, 2008

RIS EIR] - 26 K0 (RIEEDE & gR R - ffhins GGt - &
wPE (REDE) - WAL - FIER) DS A LT,

[#%] The Minamoto Senior Counsellor [Shigenobu];* the left and right senior
commandersl;*' the Fujiwara Middle Counsellor;** the commander of the gate guards, left
division;** and the two third-rankers [Fujiwara no Gikai, and Fujiwara no Michitaka®*]
went to the palace of the retired sovereign.
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[#] They took up positions around the royal ox-cart.
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[#<] After the royal return, [the retired sovereign] offered drinks for the senior nobles at
his palace.”

2% For a biography, see Heian jidaishi jiten, Volume 2, p.2416.

*! Fujiwara no Chokd and Fujiwara no Saiji. For a biography of Chokd, see Heian
Jjidaishi jiten, Volume 2, p.2059. For a biography of Saiji, see Ibid, p.2161.

*? Fujiwara no Bunhan. For a biography, see Heian jidaishi jiten, Volume 2, p.2174.

> Minamoto no Shigemitsu. For a biography, see Heian jidaishi jiten, Volume 2, p.2416.
** For a biography, see Heian jidaishi jiten, Volume 2, p.2180.

** The Horikawa-in.



