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Dai nihon kokiroku: Shoytki, Kanna, first year, third month
[4¢]

Fourteenth day, tsuchi no e, inu. Since there was a letter® from the Minister of the
Left (Minamoto no Masanobu) [telling me to go to the palace of the retired tenné], I
went there. In the chamber of the retired tenno’s intimates, the names of the monks for
the Seasonal Sutra Reading were decided <it is to be held on the 27" and 29™>. The
Minister of the Left was called before His Majesty, and there was the following order:
“Although there are many members in the Royal Secretariat, no one is fulfilling their
responsibility. Choose appropriate persons and let them serve me.” The Royal
Secretariat and the Military Office? of the retired tennd’s household, and others, shall
report on their days worked.!? Let them be paid!! in a manner commensurate with the
officials in the capital.” These orders came to me when I was serving the retired
tennd’s tray.  Tonight, I performed night duty (at the retired tenno’s palace).

I heard that there was a Royal Purification in the residential palace and this was because

8 The term used is shosoku. It refers to writing a letter or, as in this case, to the letter
itself (Nihon kokugo daijiten, vol. 7. p. 186).

9 Located in the inner part of the Retired tennd's palace. The Military Office was
where warriors responsible for protecting the Royal Person and the retired tenno were
stationed. The Office was first said to have been established during the reign of Uda
Tenno; however, the historical documents to mention the Office are from the first year
of Kanna (985). They show that the Office was first established during Retired Tenno
Eny@’s time, and that ten warriors were chosen for this post. At first, only ten men
were chose, but this number increased each successive generation until, by Retired
Tenno Horikawa’s time, there were thirty men in the Office (Kokushi daijiten, vol.13, p.
615).

10 The term used here was jonichi. Under the ritsuryé system the number of days
worked by officials was recorded (Nihon kokugo daijiten, vol. 7. p. 223).

11 Payment might refer to the conferral of prebendal households, or fields reserved for
public officials.



of the postponement of the Extraordinary (Iwashimizu) Festivall2.

12 This is most likely referring to the postponement that occurred on the 10th of this
month.



