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[Third month], ninth day, mizu no to, ushi. 1 withdrew (from the sovereign’s palace)
early in the morning. I went to Muromachi to see my child.'' Next, I went to the

Vg (KL LIFOR9 L $) . Son of &€ 4T and younger brother of Yoshishige no
Yasutane (Chiteiki). Stemming from a family of yin-yang diviners. Rekishi daijiten, 14.397.

" Fujiwara Sanesuke had a small number of his own children but adopted many boys from his
house. It is not clear who was the son Sanesuke went to meet on the ninth day of the third month
in 985; however, Yoshida Sanae speculates that it was probably his eldest son, later called Ryoden.
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residence of the chancellor. Next, I went to the palace of the retired sovereign.'?
Because of (his) six-day taboo, which had begun the day before, I went to see the queen-
consort. Deep in the night, I withdrew. I had forgotten to observe my own four-day
taboo, which had also begun the day before. Because of this, today I had a sutra reading
held. I have heard that yesterday my lord went to see the Kannon’in and the mountain
villa of the minister of popular affairs.
Tenth day, ki no e, tora. 1 went to the palace. The sovereign said, “The royal messenger
for the Extraordinary Iwashimizu Festival Tokinaka has suddenly claimed contact with
defilement. In addition, this defilement has reached the house of the minister of the right,
and in all likelihood it has reached the palace of the crown prince. Should we perhaps
postpone the festival?”
I memorialized the throne, saying: “If the defilement has reached that degree, then we
should postpone (the festival). If there is a strong suspicion, shouldn’t we have a royal
divination?”
The sovereign said, “Very well. Bring me the yin-yang master.”
On this day, there was the defilement of a dead dog at the retired sovereign’s palace.
There is suspicion that it may extend to the palace. Hoen divined that there is already an
impurity; to hold (the festival) would be inauspicious. Due to this, (the date of the
festival) was changed and fixed for the twenty-sixth day of the coming month. I
withdrew deep in the night. The sovereign also ordered: “On the fifteenth, I would like to
watch the young boys’ dances.” Though I have not yet undertaken anything to do with
this, I will follow the order soon.
I had sutra readings carried out.

According to Sogobunin, Ryden was born in 983; consequently, he was only 2 years old at the
time of this entry. There is one more entry in which Sanesuke visited Ryoen, in the second month
in the same year. However, when a girl was born in the next month (twenty-eighth day of the
fourth month), Sanesuke came to be attracted to the girl more than Ryden. Yoshida Sanae,
“Fujiwara Sanesuke no Kazoku,” Nihon Rekishi 330 (1995), 76. (Contributed by Rieko Dyche
Kamei.)

"2 The Horikawa-in.



