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(3rd month)

3rd day, hi no to, hitsuji. 1 went to the palace and stayed there overnight. There was a
purification of the sovereign. Due to the results of a divination, the Royal Ceremony of the
Light was not performed.

4th day, tsuchi no e, ne. It rained sometimes. I left the palace in the early morning. I called
on the retired sovereign (En'yd) in the evening. The minister of the right,'' the captains of the
inner palace guards of the left and right,'* and the third rank middle captain (also) went there.
We exchanged delicacies, and there were many cups of sake. The party extended deep into the
night. There was waka poetry. Some were based on a poem composed by the retired
sovereign. On the first of the month, a crane had come flying to the pond's edge (at the retired
sovereign's residence, Horikawa Palace), and it had inspired him to compose a poem.”> (On
this night,) we composed corresponding poems.
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Notes

' Fujiwara no Sanesuke uses this phrase on numerous occasions in /M55ty . As in this case, it often
follows the phrase "[I] went to the palace." Not in Morohashi. Appears to be used in the same fashion
in other high-ranked male courtier diaries, such as TJ& /&1 (Fujiwara no Tadazane )i {59), TH 5
FfiEEC s (F. Moromichi )5 AlE), and TH A EZs (F. Munetada 5153 5.

* The Royal Ceremony of the Light was held on 3.3 and 9.3 from the Heian Period on. ~See Matthew
Robinson's fn 5 for Nikon kiryaku Kanna 1.9.3.

° Here, early morning.

* The palace.

° "To leave," humilific.

® This refers to the captains of the inner palace guards of both the left and right.

" A kind of drinking party to which the participants, who are all either senior nobles or royal intimates
have brought delicacies to share, potluck-style. The term can also refer to those delicacies. T KEEHIEE
it g

® This can refer to sake poured in a cup, and by extension, a drinking party.

* Here, refers to the retired sovereign composing a poem.

' Refers to a pond's edge. T RFEMIEEL 5

"' Fujiwara no Kaneie SR,

" Fujiwara no Choko )55 and Fujiwara no Saiji 151

" In Nihon kiryaku, the entry for Kanna 1.3.1 states that Retired Sovereign En'y(i had been inspired to

compose a poem when a crane had come flying to the pond's edge at Horikawa Palace. TR HARSEL
First Series, vol. 22, p. 402.



