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Concerning Seating in the Royal Presence
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[#] Concerning Seating in the Royal Presence
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[#<] The (foregoing) royal arrangements concluded, arrangements in the eastern
courtyard (of the Seirydden) are as per protocol.

AR YN 33

[Fi] ™%, 2 AL, B LicEd,

[Bl] AENRS AL, B LITHEX TV D

[#<] The senior nobles arrive and are in attendance at the Chamber of the Royal
Intimates.
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[#<] (The sovereign) appears.
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[#<] <(He wears) a light yellow-green over-robe with a layered sakura under-robe with a
train.' In response to a summons, the head of the Royal Secretariat takes the royal

brocade shoes” and goes in from the direction of the Chamber of the Royal Intimates,
raising the royal blinds. >

" The hé #1, an over-robe (Heian jidai shi jiten, vol. 2, p. 2273) was of a fabric woven
with a warp and a weft of yellow and green (kikujin #85). The use of this color was
restricted to senior royalty. Ibid., vol. 1, p. 605. The shitagasane T &, under-robe, was a
lined inner robe of woven fabric evocative of cherries.

> Sokai THH¥E, “brocade slippers,” are shoes that the sovereign donned when wearing a
sash. Resembling low shoes, they were made of leather with brocade on top.
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[#<] [The sovereign] sits in the royal seat.
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[#<] The head (of the Royal Secretariat) returns to the Chamber of the Royal Intimates
and issues the summons to the senior nobles.
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[#%] The ministers and other senior nobles pass through the Senka Gate® and take their
seats at the base of the wall.
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[#<] The sovereign summons the others. The Head (of the Royal Secretariat) responds in
the affirmative. He (the head of the Royal Secretariat) enters through the door from the
Chamber of the Royal Intimates and proceeds to the north of the Screen of Annual Rites
and Ceremonies,” where he remains.
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[#%] Having received the royal order (for all to enter), he summons the royal messenger
and others.
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3 The Senkamon 1ilI{£ [ was the gate to the west of the stairs on the western side of the
northern eaves of the Shishinden & =8, Heian jidai shi jiten, vol. 1, p. 1377.

* The Nenjigyoji shoji F-H1 T [& 7 the Screen of Annual Rites and Ceremonies, was a
movable standing screen in the Seirydden. Heian jidai shijiten, vol. 1, p. 1217.
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[#] The royal messenger and others take their seats.



