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Musicians sing and play flutes outside the north corridor. Dancers lead out the
Residential Palace’s horse (from the garden). Upon finishing, they withdraw. The people
serving the royal tray (baizen) and their helpers move forward and remove the warding-
off offering.’ The envoy stands and approaches (the area) just in front of the small tables.
The tenno performs a double-bow twice (to the deity of Iwashimizu Shrine). The envoy
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puts down the cloth-offerings’ and withdraws.” The fenné enters (the Seirydden).
Officials from the Bureau of Palace Storehouses enter and remove the small tables. The
noble-in-charge presents a draft of the royal proclamation (to the tenné).’
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> This may seen counterintuitive, but the material is needed for later parts of the ceremony.
% A note in the original texts says that the envoy (ff tsukai ) takes a baton (% shaku) and

gives it to the noble-in-charge (_- shoukei), who uses it to present the draft of the royal
proclamation to the fennou.



